Notes on footpath: Sway 16:  Mill Lane  (Byway Open to All Traffic) 
 (walked 27 Aug 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

This is a Byway Open to All Traffic (aka BOAT) of approximately 900m length, leading from Pitmore Lane to South Sway Lane. This ‘Byway Open to All Traffic’ footpath has no gates, stiles or similar and is basically a single track for the entire length.  The going is good by horse or mountain bike, could be a trifle muddy by foot or road bike, worrying in a slow-moving four-wheel drive and otherwise not recommended at all.

Astonishingly this entire Byway Open to All Traffic can be examined via Google streetview (enter Mill Lane, Sway to find it), so the details you can see there are not repeated here.

In essence the route from east to west (or east to wet) may be summarised as 150m of tarmac-surfaced residential and level lane, continued as 400m of level countryside track through fields and sparse agricultural buildings, followed by 350m of sloping muddy lane (from high to low: east to west).
There is no obvious parking space at either end, and no fingerposts or waymarkers (but on the whole they are not needed) and I saw little worrying vegetation or animal life.
Detail of the route, from east to west: (see sketch map herewith)

The start of this byway is in Pitmore Lane, almost opposite the junction with North Common Lane at about SZ29559735 – marked (1) on the sketch map. There is a Mill Lane roadsign, but no fingerpost – which might help because the initial part of this byway is good metalled road – albeit single track with passing places - and hence gives little indication of what is to come.

So the byway continues on the level along what looks like a single track residential side road with houses and gardens and a good metalled surface, with passing points provided by driveways for some 150m or so. 

At point (2) on the sketch map a line of cobbles marks both then end of the metalled surface and the end of the residential section.  From that point onwards for approximately 400m the byway comprises a level dirt track, mostly tree lined, and passing through fields and the occasional agricultural building.  There are a few dips in the surface, a couple of overhead power lines and otherwise pleasant farming views.


At point (3) on the sketch map the byway starts going downhill in both elevation and quality.  The byway from there on tends to be a dirt lane in a cutting, fairly rutted and quite muddy whenever the weather has not recently been dry. It continues to be tree lined, and in many places it is low compared to adjacent land, so there is not so much to see and water will tend to drain down into it. The gradient averages around 1 in 20 for the next 350m or so – down towards the valley of the Avon Water adjacent to Flexford Mill.  As far as I can see there is no mill on Mill Lane, but it would have been the track leading to Flexford Mill – which is close to the west end of this Mill Lane byway.

Just a couple of metres before the end of the byway there is a dip in the surface which carries water in a ditch across into a small tributary of the Avon Water. In the current Google streetview it is just a good puddle, but after a little rain it was a tiny brook with a bank on the north side that it is easy to step across.  If one was walking this byway from west to east after substantial rainfall this might be more daunting, but it was by far the wettest feature of the entire byway.
The byway ends at South Sway Lane at about SZ28699699, a total of about 900m walking.  There was no signage at that end of the byway that I could see. 

Overall the byway is clearly well used at the eastern, residential, end and certainly provides access to a number of fields and agricultural buildings. 
Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. * Add some signage at the western end of the byway: either a ‘Mill Lane’ sign or a ‘Byway’ fingerpost at about SZ28699700 [Lat & Long: 50.771791, -1.594515]
b. * Amend the definitive schedule to read that this ends (from west to east) at Pitmore Lane (it currently has a typo and says Pillmore Lane).
