Notes on footpath Sway 14:  Durnstown  Bridleway   
 (walked 01 Aug 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

This is a short bridleway of approximately 180m length, basically providing a route from the edge of the perambulatory open forest at the Durns Town edge of Sway and across the railway line to the north. The going is level and easy, and the railway bridge is brick-built and sturdy.  There is some parking not too far away – a lay-by just down Pitmore Lane for instance, opposite the allotments.
This short bridleway runs across open heathland with gorse and other scrub and a 3 or 4 metre wide railway footbridge.  There are no stiles, gates or obstructions and no signage. From south to north this bridleway starts at the B3055 Durns Town just north of the junction with Pitmore Lane at about SZ28369884 and ends at the far side of the railway footbridge in open forest at about SZ28279899.
Detail of the route, from southeast to northwest: (see sketch map herewith)

The designated bridleway starts from a little north of the junction with Pitmore Lane – there is a ‘Forestry Commission – New Forest’ roadside sign at that point – marked (1) on the sketch map herewith, at about SZ28359883 [Lat & Long 50.788271, -1.599038]  However the de facto start of this bridleway is not at all clear, but that is not an issue since it is across open heath and scrub forest from the B3055. Comparing the definitive and O.S. maps with Google earth and the like it seems as if there is a more worn path that starts to the south, adjacent to the cattle grid which joins the designated bridleway about a third of the way to the bridge (see the sketch map).

The route proceeds across heath with gorse and other scrub, meandering a little to avoid the gorse and meets up with other paths at the gap in the edge of the railway fence which is the start of the railway footbridge – at point (2) on the sketch map.  


The bridge itself is brick built and looks sturdy, safe and relatively clean and litter-free. A little care might be advisable on horseback, given how much higher than the bridge walls one sits on horseback and perhaps to pause to see than nobody or no animal is trying to come in the opposite direction.


I did note that the adjacent railway land had an astonishing crop of ragwort – obviously forest animals can’t usually get onto railway land, but presumably the seeds will disburse into the adjacent forest heath.


The bridleway proper ends at the far side of the footbridge – at about SZ28279900  [Lat & Long 50.789789, -1.600233] at the pont marked (3) on the sketch map.


The bridleway looks to be used fairly often, with the footbridge part well worn and seeing quite a bit of traffic – there were quite a few walkers and strollers out when I visited.

Recommendations to improve the bridleway legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. * Consider adding a fingerpost at the south end of the bridleway at about SZ28359883 [Lat & Long 50.788271, -1.599038]  Note: such signage might otherwise be considered a higher priority, but for this bridleway which starts in open heathland such signage is hardly necessary – hence the low priority.
b. *  Consider marking the bridge as a bridleway just so that pedestrians realise there may be horse traffic (and rider know it is a legitimate route for them).
c. *  Consider asking Railtrack to pull the ragwort from the railway land to kelp keep it off the forest (where is poisons animals).
