Notes on footpath Sway 13:  Widden Botttom  Bridge Bridleway
 (walked 01 Aug 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

This is a bridleway across a railway footbridge of approximately 35m length in part of the open forest – between areas of open heath on either side. This provides a route across the main railway line for pedestrians, cyclists, people on horseback and forest animals without them having to divert down the busy main B3055 road.
The bridge is perhaps 3m wide and solidly built, the going is level and there are no stiles gates or obstructions. There is no parking at all at either side of the bridge, but it would be most unlikely that anyone would visit that area just for this bridge, so users will take this in en route.
From northwest to southeast, this bridleway starts on the B3055 side of the main (London to Bournemouth) railway line at about SZ28619932 and ends a short walk later, on the Widden Bottom side of the railway line at about SZ28659929.   
Detail of the route, from northwest  to southeast: (see sketch map herewith)

There really is not a lot to describe about a 30m brick railway footbridge, so the sketch man shows a wider view.  The main forest path that uses this route is from southwest to northeast, starting from the B3055: basically back from round the edge of the Sway bulge, staying inside the ambulatory boundary of the forest, and heading across towards Setley.  Thus those on foot, bicycle or horseback – as well as forest animals can all follow around the perambulatory boundary without having to rely on roads.

The bridleway and bridge start at about SZ28619932 [Lat & Long 50.792694, -1.59532] at point (1) on the sketch map.

The bridge itself is brick built and looks sturdy, safe and relatively clean and litter-free. A little care might be advisable on horseback, given how much higher than the bridge walls one sits on horseback and perhaps to pause to see than nobody or no animal is trying to come in the opposite direction.


The bridleway and bridge ends on the Widden Bottom side, at the far side of the footbridge – at about SZ28659929  [Lat & Long 50.79249, -1.594917] at the point marked (2) on the sketch map.


The bridleway/bridge looks to be used fairly often, but judging by the prints in the ground it seems that animals or people on horseback might be more common than pedestrians or cyclists.
Recommendations to improve the bridleway legal compliance, safety, access and signage:
a. * Consider adding signage of some sort, off the B3055 pointing walkers, cyclists and those on horseback in the right direction for the crossing, at about SZ28499926 [Lat & Long 50.792196, -1.597205].
