Notes on footpath Sway 10:  Adlams Lane;  Bridleway   
 (walked often, photographed and recorded 07 Aug 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

This is a delightful bridleway of approximately 320m length, leading from the end of the formal roadway part of Adlams Lane and into the forest proper. This bridleway has just one gate (pedestrian, bicycle or horseback: simple and wide).  The going is easy, sloping gently: gaining a total of about 20m in elevation from the lowest point at the northwest (forest) end to the highest at the southeast (the Sway end).  There is little adjacent parking – one car could perhaps be parked in Adlams Lane, but there are a couple of nearby forest car parks and parking back towards the centre of Sway.
This bridleway runs partly along a wide and often tree-lined track down through fields.  From southeast to northwest this bridleway starts at the end of the more formal roadway part of Adlams Lane at SZ27129895 and ends at the edge of Set Thorns Enclosure and the edge of Sway Parish inside the perambulation of the forest at SZ26899918.
Most of this bridleway can be clearly examined in Google streetview, and from the view at the end of the Google streetview coverage, the last few yards across the forest can also be seen.

This bridleway and footpath is surely one of the most valued and often used in Sway – being a natural link between the village and the forest.

Detail of the route, from southeast to northwest: (see sketch map herewith)

The start of this bridleway is not at all clear, but that is not an issue since it is a natural continuation of Adlams Lane. At the end of the main residential part of Adlams Lane at about SZ27129895 – marked (1) on the sketch map herewith the road veers to the west.  There is a bench “In memory of Bill Rogers 1913-1999” on northeast side, and a bit further on, on the southwest side of the track, there is what looks to be the post that once supported a fingerpost.

The route proceeds down a wide, tree-lined track, gently downhill with a bank on the northeast side and a pasture on the southwest side.  


Towards the bottom there is a pumping house on the southwest side, immediately followed by a gate at point 2 on the sketch map.  There is an easy and convenient gate. 


The bridleway continues for a modest distance, over a small ditch which marks the lowest elevation along this path.  Then along a forest path through a lightly wooded area, passing a forest bridleway crossroads (where easy and delightful forest paths go to Boundway car park to the southwest or Foxholes car parks to the northeast)  and on just a few yards to end at a gate into Set Thorns Enclosure at about SZ26899918 – the point marked 3 on the sketch map. Through that gate – which has easy pedestrian access - the route carries on into Set Thorns Enclosure, skirting Great Ashen Bank and towards the caravan parks. 

The entire track is more than sufficiently wide and there were no overgrown parts and no vicious animals were encountered.  This footpath is well used – not only are there often people walking this route, but also the track is well trodden.  This is no surprise since this footpath provides perhaps the best route for Sway residents and visitors to reach the forest, and may also be used by those staying in one of the caravan sites inside Set Thorns Enclosure to walk to the village shops, as well as those on horseback wanting an easy and quiet route into the forest.
Recommendations to improve the bridleway legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. * Replace the missing fingerpost at the southeast end of the bridleway at about SZ27119855 [Lat & Long: 50.78965, -1.616874]   Note: such signage might otherwise be considered to be a higher priority, but for this bridleway the route is so clear and obvious that further signage is hardly necessary – hence the low priority.
