Notes on footpaths: Sway 9 and Hordle 743
Flexford Lane to Silver Street: Byway Open to All Traffic

(walked 12 Sep 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

This is one contiguous byway, mostly in Sway which crosses the parish border into Hordle. Although billed as a Byway Open to All Traffic it would be difficult to get anything wider than a horse, or a wheeled vehicle much more substantial than a trials motorbike, down the full length of this footpath.

The total route is 700m or so long; and from south to north this footpath starts on Silver Street (closer to South Sway Lane than Barrows Lane) is comprised about one third narrow footpath and two-thirds mud track, ending on Flexford Lane at the South Sway Lane end, adjacent to Flexford Bridge.  There is poor parking nearby.  The route differs by only a couple of metres in elevation from the highest to the lowest point – basically following at a distance along the valley of the Avon Water. The start and end are well marked with Byway fingerposts, but there is no waymarking, although there is essentially only one turn in the route.
Detail of the route, from north to south
The footpath starts at about SZ28799672 point (1) on the sketch map, on Flexford Lane, just adjacent to the bridge (and the fine crop of Himalaya Balsam).  There is a Byway fingerpost that can just about be seen on Google streetview if you know where to look.  The initial part of this footpath is marked as an unnamed lane on Google maps.  
The footpath runs along a level wide lane for some 120m or so before turning left (from south-westerly to south-easterly) at the point marked (2) on the sketch map, adjacent to one end of Sway footpath 8. Looking from the south this turn in footpath 9 is shown on a photograph herewith. From north to south the footpath then proceeds alongside some disused stables, down a muddy track, still wide enough for a car, losing a little height as it crosses over a bridge over a small tributary to the Avon Water. That bridge (marked B on the sketch map) is sturdy enough for a car, but as it marks the lowest point on the footpath it was also the muddiest part. As the footpath climbs away from the water it passes under overhead wires.
Some 150m past the bridge, just past the house with the yapping dogs, the track widens into a bit of a yard, and the footpath itself takes a route to the east side of the track at point (3) on the sketch map. There is no signage and the footpath narrows considerably, so a photograph is provided herewith to help identify the route – especially when travelling towards the south.  

Crossing into Hordle parish, the going is then softer and this is the part of the byway which really is not much more than a single-file footpath, but through pleasant rural and lightly-wooded habitats for about 230 metres.
About 50m from the end of the footpath, at point (4) on the sketch map the narrow footpath emerges into a track/driveway serving two adjacent dwellings (both with warnings about dogs running loose) and ends at point (5) on the map on Silver Street at about SZ28889610. There is a Byway fingerpost on Silver Street – adjacent to a posting box on a post, which can easily be seen from the road, and can be seen on Google streetview. 
Because it provides vehicular access most of this Byway is well used.  The exception is the section between (3) and (4) which is used – certainly by horses and on foot judging by the tracks on the mud, but not by cars. 
Opposite the south end of this footpath on the other side of Silver Street is one end of the bridleway Hordle footpath 744, the far end of which is on Wainsford Road, Everton, thus providing a useful and long bridleway.
Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. * Consider adding a waymarker where the narrower section of the footpath leaves the wider track, at point 3 on the sketch map, at about SZ28889635 [Lat & Long 50.766148, -1.591945] to indicate the route of the footpath - see also the photograph herewith.
b. * Consider adding a fingerpost where the footpath turns off the track/lane leading down to the pumping station – at point (2) on the sketch map at about SZ28779661 [Lat & Long 50.76828, -1.59355]

