Notes on footpath: Sway 7
North Common Road to Sway Footpath 6
(walked and hacked through 09 Sep 2011, strolled 09 Oct 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

The total route is a mere 185m or so long; and from north to south leads from North Common Lane to join up with Sway Footpath 6 in a wooded area. There is poor parking nearby – perhaps room for one or two car at the North Common Road end.  The route differs by only a couple of metres in elevation from the highest to the lowest point, so there are only a couple of short slopes. There is one broken stile and all the brambles, nettles and other overgrown vegetation was cleared away by the HCC Southern Area Access Team when I visited on 09 Oct 2011. The start and end are well marked.
Detail of the route, from north to south
The footpath starts at about SZ30339749 point (1) on the sketch map, on the bend of North Common Lane – adjacent to the entrance to Fold Farm.  There is a fingerpost (that can be seen on Google earth).  
The footpath loses a little height as it passes along a corridor overgrown with vegetation between the wire fences of fields mostly used for light agriculture: grazing horses and keeping chickens.  A typical view is shown in a photograph herewith. 

After 150m or so the path gains a little height (more sharply for just a few metres) and then passes over a waymarked broken stile S, to cross a semi-metalled driveway (leading to a kennels).
It might not be obvious that the footpath then continues over the other side of that lane – down the route marked P in the photograph herewith and on the sketch map. There is no obvious signage there (and without a good map one might feel that was the end of the footpath).

Plunging into some further dense vegetation in a more wooded area – as shown in the final photograph herewith, some 30m or so further brings you to a fingerpost with three ‘footpath’ fingers on it, adjacent to a wide stile at point (2) on the sketch map.  This is towards the edge of the wooded area, and marks the end of this footpath at around SZ30209735.  The other two finger posts mark the route of Sway Footpath 6.
On the whole this footpath really does not look at all well used – there is little track through the undergrowth or overgrowth.
Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. ** Cut back the overgrown vegetation in the northern part of this footpath where is passes between wire fences at around SZ30159742 [Lat & Long 50.775581, -1.573737] – see also photograph 1.   09 Oct 2011: done. 
b. ** Cut back the overgrown vegetation in the southern part of this footpath where is passes down a more wooded area at around SZ30189735 [Lat & Long 50.774965, -1.573393] – see also photograph 3.   09 Oct 2011: done.
c. * Consider removing the broken stile at around SZ30179738 [Lat & Long 50.775204, -1.573505] as it seems to serve no purpose nowadays – or if there needs to be something there consider a gate perhaps?  But be sure to leave some signage.
d. * Consider adding some signage where the footpath crosses the driveway, at about SZ30179737 [Lat & Long 50.77515, -1.573473] to show users that the footpath does continue on the far side - see also photograph 2.  09 Oct 2011: this is now downgraded – since the vegetation has been cleared to route is now more obvious.

