Notes on footpath: Sway 3
Mount Pleasant Lane to Shirley Holms (open forest)
(walked 09 Sep 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

The total route is about 560m long and on the whole one of the more interesting and better maintained footpaths in Sway. There is poor parking nearby, although Shirley Holms car park is not far – and a pleasant forest walk away – from the northern end of this footpath.  The route differs by only about 5m in elevation from the highest to the lowest point so there are only gentle slopes. There are 3 good stiles, one gate and one well maintained and sturdy footbridge. The route is well marked and there is some pleasant countryside, and little traffic noise, but the occasional train on the adjacent Lymington line can be heard from the northern end of this footpath. There was no fly-tipping or litter and no invasive or dangerous plants were spotted beyond a few brambles and nettles which were generally well trimmed back.  There was one field clearly used for horses (but no horse in it at the time).
From north to south (see sketch map herewith) the route starts from Shirley Holms with a stile, proceeds in four roughly equal-length sections: down a path between fences, emerging to cross a comfortable wooden footbridge, down an oak-lined grass path over a stile and then across a field to another stile, then along a path between gardens through a gate and along a driveway to end on Mount Pleasant Lane.  
Detail of the route, from south to north:
The footpath starts at about SZ30339749 point (1) on the sketch map, on Mount Pleasant Lane adjacent to Mount Pleasant Farm.  There is a fingerpost (that can be seen on Google earth).  The footpath goes down a short metalled lane passing delightful New Forest cottages, and to the left of the house at the far end.  Adjacent to an impressive bank of lavender there is a waymarked gate at the point marked G on the sketch map. The path then goes down between gardens to emerge at stile S1, which is sturdy and waymarked.
That stile S1 leads into a large field used for grazing horses and although the path is not immediately clear, head generally north-east down towards the far corner of the field (in the direction S2 on the photo herewith). Stile S2 is another good stile – sturdy, well-maintained and waymarked
Stile S2 takes you into an avenue of mature oak tress between two fields used for grazing horses. Although on detailed maps it appears that the footpath runs along the edge of a field I assume an extra fence has been added, which both leaves a clear path for walkers and keeps horses further away from the acorns (which can be dangerous for horses to eat). The initial part of this section is shown in the photograph herewith, and further down the path as it kinks to the right. This entire footpath is well maintained and well cared for, and a credit to the generosity of the landowners.  

This leads to the waymarked footbridge at point B on the sketch map; a delightful and sturdy wooden construction over a tiny tributary to the Passford Water.  The bridge is shown in a photograph herewith.  The path is then more of an alleyway between woods and garden fences, with tree cover overhead, emerging at about SZ30369798 at the edge of the open forest (within the ambulatory boundary), not far from the end of a small side lane leading off Shirley Holms. Needless to say there must be a stile there – and that is also in good condition and there is a fingerpost adjacent, at the point marked SF on the sketch map.
From the end of the footpath heading round to the northwest takes you across open forest towards the Shirley Holms car park.
Overall this footpath looks reasonably well used and is well maintained.
Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. * Consider adding a fingerpost at stile S1, at about SZ30329762 [Lat & Long 50.777364, -1.571285] to guide users in the right direction across the field towards stile S2
b. * Consider adding a fingerpost at stile S2, at about SZ30329762 [Lat & Long 50.778277, -1.570048] to guide users in the right direction across the field towards stile S1
