Notes on footpath: Sway 2
(walked 20 Aug 2011; minor updates 09 Oct 2011. Stephen Tarling.)

Overview and summary:

The total route is only about 480m long along the route currently allowed (20 Aug 2011 and 08 Oct 2011). There is poor parking at both ends, but parking in a lay-by a little further west along Pitmore Lane. The route is almost flat – falling 5m or so from west to east – mostly over the first 200 meters. There are 5 stiles, one latch gate, one cord to duck under or climb over, and some electric tape to avoid. The views are mostly fields, some mature broadleaf trees and the back of garden fences, caravan and awning, muck heap and builders yard; with little traffic noise. There was little litter and no invasive or dangerous plants were spotted beyond the usual nettles and brambles.
From west to east (see sketch map herewith) the route starts from Chapel Lane, follows a narrow footpath and then the edges of a number of fields to end at a gate on Pitmore Lane.  
Detail of the route, from west to east:

The footpath starts at about SZ28819840 at Stile S1 on the sketch map, on Chapel Lane, about 40m above sea level.  There is a Footpath fingerpost adjacent to the stile S1 and the start of the footpath is to the left (west) of Purley Cottage – where there is currently (October 2011) a lot of building works.
The path turns slightly and proceeds down between garden fences through thick vegetation and alongside what sometimes smells like the extension of a cess pit from an adjacent property, and over a stile at S2 on the sketch map (which stile has a broken top rail), continuing with walls or fences on both sides to point E on the sketch map where it emerges into the corner of a long, narrow field at a point marked with a footpath fingerpost pointing back down the alley. 
I assume from the O.S. map and the schedule that originally the path was poorly defined between point E and the stile S3 on the sketch map, but the owner of that field has marked off the footpath round the edge of the field with electric tape. This has the advantage of separating their horses from anyone using the path – and they have also taken the opportunity to take the electric tape out from under a couple of big oak trees thus limiting their horses’ access to the acorns - which are poisonous to horses (see the photo herewith).  The footpath has a fair covering of nettles and some brambles, but is mostly easy-going.  There are also some impressive mature oak trees to be seen from this section.
Stile S3 is in fair condition and when this path was walked in August to October 2011 the fields from there onwards were mostly open – with the footpath running along the edges of the fields. There was however electric tape dividing one field and at point T the final few feet comprised a single non-electrified cord across the footpath - which I could crawl under (and presumably was enough to prevent a horse from casually wandering from one part of the field to the other).  

Stile S4 is in reasonable condition and just crosses the post and rail fence from one paddock to the next.  There were incessantly barking dogs in adjacent fields, but only on one occasion did they reach the footpath right up at the eastern end. 
The approach to stile S5 passes a muck heap and then behind a wooden shed and alongside a large caravan and awning with electric tape marking out a small surround.  The view back along the path from stile S5 is shown in a photograph herewith.  The stile itself is in good condition, and leads into the back yard of Horseshoe Cottage. Between there and the road is a full height (2m or so) fence with a full height door on one side to let yourself out into the side of the road.  That door was always on a bolt and never padlocked. 

On Pitmore Lane there is a Footpath fingerpost, but it might not be obvious that this means going through what looks like someone’s back garden gate (and which could be quite difficult to open from the Pitmore Lane side if one hadn’t seen it before). On the google streetview that is current at 20 Aug 2011 there is an open 5 bar gate with a smaller gate at the side in that place, and since anyone could see over or through that, they could see the stile S5, so it would obviously have been the route of the footpath. Since that open and low gate has recently been replaced with the full height garden fence it is no longer as obviously a public right of way.  See the photo herewith.
The footpath ends on Pitmore Lane at SZ29329823.

Overall the footpath does not look to be well used – it was not at all well trodden.

Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. *** Add a waymarker or similar signage to the gate, and make it more obvious how the latch on the gate works from the Pitmore Lane side at SZ29329823 [Lat & Long 50.782883, -1.585439]
b. ** [added October 2011]  Consider swapping the driveway and footpath gates round and fencing off the footpath to increase the privacy and security to Horseshoe Cottage, from SZ29329823 [Lat & Long 50.782883, -1.585439]

c. * Repair stile S2 at about SZ28869839 [Lat & Long  50.784319, -1.591997] or replace it with a more modern gate or remove the stile completely (it serves little purpose as far as I can see).
d. * Clear the moderately overgrown vegetation – particularly along the narrower alley at the western end of the footpath - around  SZ28849839 [Lat & Long  50.78437, -1.592268]

